A LIFE OF GREATEST VALUE
7.  “Generosity—Value the Eternal Above Temperal” 
Theme:  “A generous life glorifies God on this earth!”                                                      
Introduction

Last week we studied a key value in the life of a Christian, the value of humility.  In our “me-first” generation where the emphasis is on doing something for yourself, with yourself, or to yourself, we Christians must value what our Lord Jesus modeled.  Jesus demonstrated what it meant to be a servant as He gave Himself to others.  The remarkable thing about seeing Jesus as a servant who Jesus really is—God, in the flesh.  Jesus being God humbled Himself by becoming a generous servant.       
The true humility of Jesus did not arise from a poor self-image!  He knew who He was with humility of mind can we appreciate this week’s characteristic that contributes to a Life of Greatest Value:  Generosity.  Instead of thinking about receiving and getting true humility responds with generosity by looking for ways to meet needs.  Let’s understand that giving is much broader than money.  It includes giving ourselves…our time and energy, our care and compassion, along with our belongings.  What a need there is for this trait with the ranks of humanity today.  People today clutch their possession so tightly that they live most of their adult lives with white knuckles.  Why, we ask, knowing full well that we certainly can’t take any of it with us when we die!
Generosity begins to flow from the lives of Christians when in their humility they value the eternal above the temporal.  “Things” are temporal; they rust out, wear out, burn out, or pass out of style, and man has an incurable urge to be eternal.  Subconsciously we sense this.  That is why materialism leaves us feeling empty.  Man is born an eternal creature and we have a profound satisfaction when we feel that we have contributed something of lasting value to others. 
To be generous with the gifts and blessings God has given us is to reflect the character of God.  In His grace, and so generously gave Himself to us in the person of Christ.   We in turn glorify Him when in a response of gratitude we live a generous life.                      
Scripture Reading :  II Corinthians 9:11-15
1. Who is the most generous person you know and why do you think so?                                                                     
What We Should Know?
1. Why do you suppose Paul begins this passage with a discussion of farming?           II Cor. 9:6.10                                                       
2. With what attitude should we give and what promise does God give to believers who give generously?  II Cor.  9:7-8         
3. What are the results from the generosity of Christians?  II Cor. 9:11

4. What was the most important benefit that would arise from the collection for the Jerusalem church?  II Cor.  9:12-14

5. How should God’s generosity be an inspiration for Christian generosity?                  II Cor. 9:15

Who We Should Be?
1. By using the image of sowing and reaping, is Paul saying that if a person gives you a  $100, he will get $1000?  Why or why not?
2. Why does God love a cheerful giver over someone who grudgingly gives large sums of money?                                                                                         
3. What criteria would you look at to determine if you are generous?                                    
4. How does your view of God’s generosity in blessing you help you to be more generous toward others?   
What We Should Do?
1. How does the promise of verse 8, encourage you in planting seeds of generosity?
2. How would you evaluate yourself:  Are you a reluctant giver?  A cheerful giver?  A generous giver?
3. How can the picture of God’s generosity inspire you when tempted to hold back from giving cheerfully?  
